Chromosomes in acute nonlymphocytic leukemia.
The karyotype of leukemic cells was studied in 88 acute nonlymphocytic leukemia (ANLL) patients. Chromosome abnormalities were discovered in 78.4% of all patients and in 72.5% of the 69 patients studied before treatment. Characteristic abnormalities: translocations 8;21, 15;17, 9;22 or 6;9, rearrangements of 11q, gain of chromosomes 8 or 21, and loss or deletion of chromosomes 5 or 7 were detected in 56 of 69 patients with abnormal karyotypes. Translocation 8;21 was revealed in 27 patients; 20 of them had M2 FAB-form, four had M1, and three had M4. In patients with t(8;21) the incidence of complete remission was higher and the duration of first remission and survival longer than in patients with other abnormalities or with a normal karyotype.